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Destination

Hong Kong
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With its towering skyscrapers, colonial landmarks and verdant
mountains, Hong Kong is one of the world’s most iconic cities.
Internationally known as the global financial hub where East meets
West, Hong Kong has also a vibrant natural landscape, rich with
volcanic rock formations, subtropical plants and wildlife, where
rugged mountain peaks overlook lush forests and secluded bays.

From sea to sky, a destination of endless beauty and thrilling
complexity, Hong Kong is packed with opportunities for outdoor
activities and discovery. It provides an abundant natural
environment with nearly 40 percent of its territory consisting of
protected country parks.
The Hutong is offering a Hong Kong Winter Camp specifically for
the HKA community, designed for learners to rediscover the city we
call home. Over five days, we will not only experience the thrills of
outdoor wilderness activities, but will also explore different aspects
of Hong Kong’s history and cultural heritage, and will engage with
community members who are striving to make the city a better
place for all.
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What you’ll be working on

Key
Concepts

CULTURAL IMMERSION

TEAMWORK & COLLABORATION

BUILDING SELF-CONFIDENCE

How will our experiences help us better
understand Hong Kong’s history and its
cultural heritage?

How will our experiences help students
hone their collaboration skills and
increase solidarity of the HKA community?

How will our experiences help students
build intrapersonal and interpersonal
skills?

Whether following in the footsteps of World
War II soldiers or navigating one of our
trademark Chill Challenges through Wong
Tai Sin Temple, interacting with vibrant
local culture will allow students to bring
the great mosaic of Hong Kong’s illustrious
past to life and discover the rich heritage of
this cosmopolitan city.

There are many opportunities throughout
the week for conquering challenges
together as a team, as well as chances
for students to step up and take on more
responsibility within a smaller group setting.
Our customized team building activities will
help facilitate the development of positive
communication and collaboration skills.

Students will engage in activities geared
to help them develop a stronger sense
of self. They will collectively define their
own values. They will align expectations
and behaviours through various problemsolving activities and challenges. They will
be asked to seek challenge, approaching it
with an open mind, all the while having lots
of fun.
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Our principles

Hutong
Core Values

Throughout our programs, we challenge
students to not only push their boundaries
and explore their surrounding culture, but
we encourage them to take responsibility for
their actions through embracing sustainable
travel, making good decisions and supporting
their classmates.

BE A GOOD EGG

EMBRACE DIVERSITY

LIGHT A SPARK

We are honest, respectful
and 100% reliable. We’re
a basket full of good
eggs.

We learn from others and
broaden our minds by seeking
out different perspectives
and proactively embracing
diversity.

We love what we do and
are eager to share our
enthusiasm. Our passion
lights a spark

GO THE EXTRA ‘LI’
(MILE)

SEEK CHALLENGE

SMILE MORE

We view obstacles as
opportunities to work
together, step outside of
our comfort zones, and
grow.

We have fun, laugh a lot
and always make time to
play. That’s why we smile
more!

These notions are born out of our six Hutong
Core Values.

Our dedication leads
us to deliver more than
expected and always go
the extra 里 (li).
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Program
Overview

The following pages describe your itinerary,
from meeting The Hutong staff in the
morning on campus, up to the moment
your group leaves to get dropped off.

We’ve broken down the key structure of
each day and included summaries of the
program’s daily highlights.
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Module 2

Paddle and
Pans

History and
Philosophy

Meals: Lunch, Snack

Meals: Lunch, Snack

Morning
• Meet on campus
• Walk to Sha Ha Beach
• Introduction, break into pairs
• Kayak skills and safety workshop
• Kayak to Yim Tin Tsai Island

Morning
• Meet on campus
• Bus transfer to Chi Lin Nunnery
• Rotational Activities at Chi Lin Nunnery:
• Chi Lin guided tour
• Tang Dynasty poetry slam
• Miniature temple design workshop
• Nan Lian Gardens sketching

Afternoon
• Local lunch at Yim Tin Tsai
• Rotational exploration activities:
• Salt making (if possible)
• Heritage Scavenger Hunt
• Photography Challenge
• Kayak back to Sai Kung
• Walk to HKA to change
• Wrap up and debrief
• Pick up at HKA

Afternoon
• Buddhist Lunch at Chi Lin Nunnery
• Walk to Wong Tai Sin Temple (30 min)
• Wong Tai Sin Temple Chill Challenge
• Wrap up and debrief
• Transfer back and pick up at HKA
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Module 3

Hike through
History
Meals: Lunch, Snack
Morning
• Meet on campus
• Bus transfer to Shing Mun hike start
• Welcome introduction
• Begin hike, with historical stops
Afternoon
• Packed lunch
• Historical storytelling
• Continue Shing Mun hike
• Wrap up and debrief
• Transfer back and pick up at HKA
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Module 4

Hearts, Hands,
Minds
Meals: Lunch, Snack

Morning
• Meet on campus
• On campus briefing and workshop
• Transfer to Lai Chi Kok
• Dialogue Experience Rotation #1
• Silence experience (Group 1)
• Dark experience (Group 2)

Afternoon
• Lunch around the area in small groups
• Dialogue Experience Rotation #2:
• Silence experience (Group 2)
• Dark experience (Group 1)
• Wrap up and debrief
• Transfer back and pick up at HKA
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Farm to
Table
Meals: Lunch, Snack

Morning
• Meet on campus
• Bus transfer to Organic Farm (New
Territories)
• Welcome Introduction
• Farm Rotational Activities:
• Organic Farm Tour
• Harvesting and Cooking
• Get your hands dirty: Planting
• Compost making
Afternoon
• Farm to Table Lunch
• Rotational Activities (continued)
• Wrap up and Debrief
• Transfer back and pick up at HKA
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Kayaking out to Yim Tin Tsai

Module 1

Port Shelter
Paddle and
Pans

This module will take students out to the azure waters of Sai Kung’s Port Shelter. Here,
students will pick up their paddles and kayak out to Yim Tin Tsai Island, site of an abandoned
Hakka village and of relics of Hong Kong’s formerly flourishing salt industry.
Settled in the 19th century by members of the Chan Hakka clan from Shenzhen, this little
island was once home to between 500 to 1,200 people who farmed, fished and produced salt
here. Abandoned in the early 20th century, the island, whose name means “little salt pan”,
earned the nickname “Ghost Island” on account of its ruins.
After a delicious lunch, we will take time to explore and learn about the rich cultural heritage
of the island, as well as recent efforts to preserve it.
We’ll round off the day challenging ourselves by kayaking back to Sha Ha Beach.
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Module 2

Dynastic
History and
Chinese
Philosophy
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Chi Lin nunnery, a tranquil oasis in busy Kowloon and a retreat for Buddhist nuns since
the 1930s, will host the beginning of this module. The halls were rebuilt in the 1990s with
traditional Tang Dynasty construction techniques and without using even a single nail. Cypress
beams all interlock perfectly, making it the world’s largest ‘handmade’ wooden building, and
the only one of its kind in Hong Kong. At the nunnery and nearby Nan Lian Gardens, students
will partake in a water calligraphy exercise, learn more about traditional Chinese architecture,
and complete a design challenge, before enjoying a delicious vegetarian Buddhist lunch.
In the afternoon, we will walk to nearby Wong Tai Sin temple, where students will learn about
Taoism and also examine how Taoism and Buddhism have coexisted for centuries. Here, they
will take part in some of The Hutong’s temple activities, including a sketching activity and a
“Chill Challenge” scavenger hunt.
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Seeking challenge and learning
history along the route

Module 3

Hike Through
History

On the morning of the Pearl Harbor attacks, the U.S.A. was not alone in feeling the might of
the Japanese Imperial Armed Forces. As the American fleet was bombarded thousands of
miles away, across the Pacific, the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong found itself confronted
with a massive invading force.
Allied forces would bravely hold the city over 18 days of onslaught before relinquishing control
of Hong Kong on Christmas day 1941, surrendering the colony to 3 years and 8 months of
Japanese rule.
In this module, we will investigate this unique and often overlooked chapter of Hong
Kong’s modern history as we hike through the hills where soldiers sheltered from artillery
bombardments, taking in spectacular views over a city much changed since then.
Along the way, we will trace the stories of three individuals from different backgrounds,
depicting what life might have been like for the residents of a Hong Kong under siege.
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Module 4

Hearts, Hands,
Minds
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This module focuses on helping students build empathy by approaching and seeking to
understand some of the issues facing people with disabilities in Hong Kong. This series of
experiential activities and discussions will involve venturing into local communities and
engaging with community partners who work with and advocate for people with disabilities.
Using the Sustainable Development Goals as a framework for engagement, we will join the
team at The Dialogue Experience for a day of immersive activities including their “dark”
experience and “silence” experience. In the afternoon, students will participate in The
Hutong-facilitated Open Space workshop to build awareness of what’s currently being done
in vulnerable communities, and consider how they, as individuals, might engage in action to
assist or promote positive change.
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Learning about how an organic
farm runs

Module 5

Farm to
Table

Students will visit an organic farm here in Hong Kong for this module. Over the course of the
morning, they will be introduced to the main sections of the farm: the seedling nursery, the
greenhouse, and so on. They will learn about the types of crops grown, and farming practices.
In this hands-on module, students will get their hands dirty as they discover some of the key
principles and practices of organic farming, getting the chance to do some DIY planting and
harvesting.
Hands will be washed thoroughly before the module’s second component, where students will
prepare traditional — and delicious — Chinese cuisine using the freshly-harvested, organic
ingredients they picked in the fields. In doing so, they’ll further their understanding of how
a balanced diet contributes to a healthy lifestyle and how to creatively use basic ingredients
found in Chinese cuisine.
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Don’t just take
our word for it

We have been running innovative, customcrafted educational tours since 2009 with
responsible professionalism, and while
maintaining an exemplary safety record.
We encourage all new partners to contact
references for an objective perspective on
their experiences with The Hutong.
Below is a list of top administrative
contacts for international schools that we
regularly run programs for. We are also
happy to provide contact information of
teachers who have been trip leaders on our
programs, and with whom we have worked
closely.
Simon Joyce
sjoyce@isf.edu.hk
Head of Co-Curricular Activities, ISF
Academy Hong Kong

Jim Hartland
jim.hartland@britishschool.org.cn
Assistant Head (Pastoral), British School of
Beijing
Heidi Witt-Williams
heidi.wittwilliams@bsn.org.cn
Head of Secondary School, British School
of Nanjing
Brenda Petersen
brenda.petersen@concordiashanghai.org
Assistant Head of School, Concordia
International School, Shanghai
Kevin Krembs
kkrembs@hkis.edu.hk
Associate Principal, Hong Kong
International School
Thomas Nolan
tnolan@harrowbeijing.cn
Head of Upper School, Harrow School
Beijing
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This was another superbly organized and
led program by The Hutong. The team
connected really well with our students,
bringing good humor, rigor, compassion,
and sincerity to everything we did. This was
a high quality experience at every level.

Craig Jenkinson
Dulwich College Shanghai Pudong

The Hutong is the best group I have
had the opportunity to work with in my
16 years of doing Week Without Walls
programs.
They are safety-oriented, engaging to
students, understand the importance
of building solid relationships, great
communicators, detail-oriented, problem
solvers, and an all around fun group of
people to work with.

Craig Gingerich
Concordia International School Shanghai

The Hutong

A Bit
About Us

The Hutong creates unforgettable travel experiences throughout China for students from international
schools around the world. Since 2009, we have been running educational programs to off-the-beaten-track
destinations across China: from the rainforests of southern Yunnan to the grasslands of the Mongolian
steppe, all of our programs are meticulously researched and planned to optimize student learning and to
offer fun, innovative, and immersive experiences.
As well as being a licensed travel operator across Greater China, The Hutong is at heart a transformative
education company. We partner with leading schools to build programs that incorporate learning objectives
and life skills, all the while maintaining absolute professionalism, and an impeccable safety record. From
our team of international educators to our travel specialists, each and every Hutonger shares a passion for
providing exceptional learning experiences.
Students who attend Hutong programs engage with global issues and leave with broadened horizons, a
renewed sense of their strengths and abilities, and a more solid understanding of ethical tourism and
global development. No matter where we go, we aim to make a positive impact on the communities we visit,
and on the student groups we lead.

Contact information

Any questions,
get in touch

The Hutong Couryard, Beijing
Web: https://education.thehutong.com
Email: education@thehutong.com
Tel: (+852) 5920 5705

1 Jiudaowan Zhongxiang
Beixinqiao, Dongcheng District
Beijing, 100007
China
中国北京东城区北新桥九道湾中巷1号100007

